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One third of all clothing "never sold"

Written by Brett Mathews

MUNICH – One third of clothing manufactured for the retail industry is never actually sold, with much of this unsold stock
being incinerated. Brett Mathews reports from the Closing the Loop debate at Performance Days in Munich.

 That was the remarkable claim made by Peter Bos, chairman of The Texperium Foundation, a Dutch organisation established to
promote the reprocessing of textile waste into value added products.

Bos made the controversial claim in a lively debate on 'closing the loop' in the textile industry which took place on the second day of
this year's Performance Days event in Germany.

In the initial presentation, Bos said, "a third of clothing is sold at regular price, a third is sold at a discount, while a third is never sold."

Pressed on the source of these figures following the presentation, Bos told Ecotextile News he had been reliably informed by Dutch
government officials that these were the broad statistics for Holland, "based on customs data, import data etc ... The figure is likely
similar across the EU. These are the figures the fashion industry wants to keep secret."

Also taking part in the debate were Roberto Lucchetti from Italian wool business Tessile Fiorentina and Virginie Wittmer, of French
technical textiles business, Sofileta.

All presenters agreed that moves towards closing the loop in fashion will only happen when "better information is supplied to
customers about their clothing," whether in the form of better labelling or via legislative moves to tighten up the textile recycling
industry.

Said Bos: "The first standard we need to introduce is to tell consumers whether recycled content is post-consumer or post-industrial,"
suggesting the latter is nothing particularly new, having been round for 150 years.
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"Transparency in the textile recycling chain is vital - what is actually in an item of clothing with recycled content? Transparency starts
as soon as the material is made."

He also suggested that efforts to close the loop in fashion will grind to a halt if the fashion industry "is not willing to take proactive
action [in terms of creating the infrastructure for a closed loop system] there will never be the critical mass required for such a system
to be effective."
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