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Waste and Justice 
 
 
Lecture 

Day  Monday 
Time  4:00 – 5:15 PM 
Location  The University Center / 63 5th Ave. / Room L-104 
CRN  7723 
Faculty Timo Rissanen and Joel Towers 
Office Hrs. By Appointment 
 

Recitation     
 Monday 6:00-7:15 PM, Faith Deruelle, Room 713, 66 W 12th St. 
 Tuesday 10:00-11:15 AM, Claudia Rot, Room U200, St., UC 
 Wednesday 4:00-5:15 PM, Rocky Halpern, Room U620, St., UC 
 Thursday 12:00-1:15 PM, Maya Herman, Room U205, St., UC 
 
 
 
   
Description 

In this course students learn about the connections between waste, 
justice, design and activism, both personally and politically. Throughout 
the course the concepts of waste and justice are examined as human 
constructs with impacts on each other. As the world’s population 
increasingly urbanizes and the climate crisis worsens, the global 
economy risks breaching planetary boundaries (some of which have 
already been crossed) with potentially irreversible consequences if 
societies continue to produce and consume at levels set by western 
standards. Waste and Justice focuses on how issues of extractive 
production, linear consumption, and waste impact environmental justice 
communities, workers and vulnerable populations, while demonstrating 
through innovative examples how these groups are crucial to the 
solutions. The course brings together experts from different fields to 
share innovative design solutions, advocacy campaigns and scholarly 
research on waste and justice. 

 
Course Objectives 

This course has a bold goal: to empower and enable students to imagine 
unthinkable yet actionable futures and to engage in bringing them into 
being. 
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Learning Outcomes 
By the successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 
• Competently discuss waste and justice in relation to political and 

economic systems and structures 
• Competently discuss design as a force that shapes issues of waste and 

justice [both negatively and positively] 
• Demonstrate an understanding of community-based solutions to issues 

of waste and justice 
• Competently discuss issues of waste and justice through global and local 

perspectives 
• Demonstrate competence in critically situating oneself as an activist 

within systems and structures of waste and justice in order to effect 
change.  

 
Weekly Schedule 
 
Jan. 21 Week 1  

Monday January 21st is Martin Luther King Day – no lecture or 
recitation sessions will be held this week.  There is, however, a reading 
assignment drawn from Dr. King which will frame some of the issues 
we will address this semester.  Please read the posted text and consider 
the ways in which King's essay is both of it's time and relevant to our 
time today as we explore the nature of “waste” and 
“justice”.  Furthermore, consider the notion of the "fierce urgency of 
now"; a phrase that would be picked up decades after King wrote it and 
turned into a political rallying cry by, then candidate for president, Barack 
Obama.  The idea of urgency is central to our work this semester and the 
system level changes we seek to explore.  
 

  Reading: King, Dr. Martin Luther.  Where Do We Go From Here:  Chaos or 
Community? Boston, MA:  Beacon Press, 1968. Chapter 6, The World 
House.  

 
Jan. 28 Week 2 

Lecture: Situating Waste and Justice.  Joel Towers, Dean, Parsons School 
of Design; Director Tishman Environment and Design Center; University 
Professor or Architecture and Sustainable Design   
 
Reading:  Nash, Roderick Frazier.  The Rights of Nature.   Madison, WI. 
The University of Wisconsin Press, 1989.  Chapter 6, Liberating Nature, 
pp. 161-198  
 
Reading:  Escobar, Arturo.  Designs for the Pluriverse.  Durham, NC. 
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Duke University Press, 2017.  Chapter 5, Design for Transitions,  
pp. 137-164   

 
Feb. 04 Week 3 

Lecture:  Environmental Justice. Ana Baptista, Chair, Environmental 
Policy and Sustainability Management MA; Associate Director, Tishman 
Environment and Design Center; Assistant Professor of Professional 
Practice, Milano 
 
Reading:  The Principles of Environmental Justice.  As drafted and 
adopted in 1991 by the Delegates to the First National People of Color 
Environmental Leadership Summit.   www.ejnet.org/ej/  

 
Reading:  Bullard, Robert D.  Environmental Justice in the 21st Century.  
2008 

 
Feb. 11 Week 4 

Lecture: Plastic Waste in the Science Lab. Davida Smyth, Associate 
Professor of Natural Sciences    
 
Reading: Kim, Ji-Su, et al, ‘Global Pattern of Microplastics (MPs) in 
Commercial Food-Grade Salts: Sea Salt as an Indicator of Seawater MP 
Pollution’, Environmental Science and Technology, 2018, 52, 
12819−12828.  
 
Additional two short texts are on Canvas.  

                        
Feb. 18 Week 5 

Monday February 18th is Presidents Day and The New School is closed, 
therefore, we are assigning an on-line lecture.  Your recitation session 
will meet as regularly scheduled to discuss the material from this lecture 
with the exception of Faith Deruelle’s Monday, 2/18, recitation.  This will 
be rescheduled. 
 
Lecture: (Online) Waste, Justice and Power.  Annie Leonard, Executive 
Director, Greenpeace USA. 
Link to Lecture:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOOJMIv_DRg&feature=youtu.be  

 
Feb. 25  Week 6 

Lecture:  Justice for all Species.  Terike Haapoja, Artist. 
 
Reading:  Demos, TJ, ‘Rights of Nature: The Art and Politics of Earth 
Jurisprudence’, 2015.  
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Reading: Haapoja, T & Gustafsson, L. ‘A History According to Cattle’, in 
Art in the Anthropocene, 2015.  
 

Mar. 04  Week 7 
Lecture: Fashion and Waste. Timo Rissanen, School Associate Dean, 
School of Constructed Environments Dean; Associate Director, Tishman 
Environment and Design Center; Assistant Professor of Fashion Design 
and Sustainability, Parsons 
 

Mar. 11  Week 8 
Lecture:  Climate Change and Environmental Politics.  Joel Towers, Dean, 
Parsons School of Design; Director Tishman Environment and Design 
Center; University Professor or Architecture and Sustainable Design   
 
Link 1:  The United Nations:  UNFCC history 
https://unfccc.int/process/the-convention/history-of-the-
convention#eq-2 
Link 2:  Losing Earth, The New York Times, August 01, 2018. 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/08/01/magazine/climate-
change-losing-earth.html 
                                        

Mar. 18 No Classes – Spring Break 
 

Mar. 25 Week 9 
Lecture:  Transition Design.  Terry Irwin, Professor and Head of the 
School of Design, Carnegie Mellon University 
 
Reading: Irwin, T. ‘Transition Design: A Proposal for a New Area of Design 
Practice, Study, and Research’, Design and Culture, vol. 7, no. 2, pp 229-
246.  

 
Apr. 01  Week 10 

Lecture:  Fashion Labor and Justice.  Ayesha Barenblat, founder and 
director, Remake.  
 
Reading: Two blog posts by Barenblat: 
https://remake.world/stories/news/sustainable-fashions-race-problem/  
https://remake.world/stories/news/smoke-and-mirrors-why-brand-led-efforts-will-
never-fix-fast-fashion/  
 
Please also watch the following two short films: 
Made in Mexico https://vimeo.com/315990660  password: remake 
Made in Sri Lanka https://vimeo.com/269288158  

 
Apr.  08 Week 11  
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Lecture: Radioactive.  Lauren Redniss, Associate Professor of 
Illustration. Parsons School of Design  
 
Reading: Redness, L.  Radioactive: Marie and Pierre Curie - A Tale of Love 
and Fallout.  New York: IT Books (Harper Collins), 2010. pp.  
 

 
Apr. 15  Week 12 

Lecture:  Environmental Justice in New Jersey.  Melissa Miles, grassroots 
activist and organizer, Ironbound Community Corporation 

 
Reading: Martinez Kruger, Raysa, ‘Garbage governmentalities and 
environmental injustice in Newark’s Ironbound neighbourhood. A 
geographic, ethnographic and historical approach.’, Etnografia e Ricerca 
Qualitativa, Fascicolo 1, gennaio-aprile 2018, pp. 49-73.  

 
Apr. 22  Week 13  

Lecture: [re]Framing the Anthropocene:  Design in the Age of the New 
Human.  Joel Towers, Dean, Parsons School of Design; Director Tishman 
Environment and Design Center; University Professor or Architecture and 
Sustainable Design   
 
Reading:  Purdy, Jedediah, After Nature. A Politics for the Anthropocene. 
‘Chapter 8: What Kind of Democracy?’, 2018, Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge MA & London, pp. 256-288.  
 
Reading:  Carson, Rachel, Silent Spring, 1962, Chapter 17: The Other Road. 

 
April 29  Week 14  

Lecture: On Waste, Justice and Hope. Timo Rissanen, School Associate 
Dean, School of Constructed Environments Dean; Associate Director, 
Tishman Environment and Design Center; Assistant Professor of Fashion 
Design and Sustainability, Parsons 
 
Reading: Solnit, Rebecca, ‘Hope is an Embrace of the Unknown’, The 
Guardian, 2016.  
 
Reading: Ehrenfeld, John & Hoffman, Andrew, Flourishing. A Frank 
Conversation about Sustainability. Chapter 8, ‘Reasons to Be Hopeful’, in 
Stanford Business Books, Stanford, pp. 119-136. 
 

May. 06 Week 15 – Concluding Plenary   
Ana Baptista, Chair, Environmental Policy and Sustainability 
Management MA; Associate Director, Tishman Environment and Design 
Center; Assistant Professor of Professional Practice, Milano 
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Timo Rissanen, School Associate Dean, School of Constructed 
Environments Dean; Associate Director, Tishman Environment and 
Design Center; Assistant Professor of Fashion Design and Sustainability, 
Parsons 
 
Joel Towers, Dean, Parsons School of Design; Director Tishman 
Environment and Design Center; University Professor or Architecture and 
Sustainable Design   

 
Note:  All readings are available on Canvas (see: /files/week “x” reading)  
 
Grading and Evaluation 
Students’ ability to meet the course’s learning outcomes will be evaluated based on 
the following criteria: 
 
1. Weekly attendance of lectures and recitation sections and 

participation in discussions of the lecture content and reading 
as well as your ability to integrate that knowledge into the 
Systems of Waste and Justice semester-long project                        40% 

 
(In Recitation) 
2.   Systems of Waste and Justice Research (weeks 4-7)   20% 
3.   Systems of Waste and Justice Intervention (weeks 8-14)  30% 
4.   Systems of Waste and Justice Reflection  (week 15)   10%   
                                                 
 
Student Academic and Service Resources 
The university has a range of resources to support your academic work and goals and 
your non-academic needs and concerns. These resources include: 
  
The University (and associated) Libraries: http://library.newschool.edu 
  
IT, Adobe, and Printing Services: https://it.newschool.edu 
IT Central 
For help with IT needs you can stop by IT Central at 72 Fifth Avenue, Lower Level  
8:00 am - 9:00pm (Mon - Thurs); 8:00 am - 7:00pm (Friday); 9:00am - 5:00pm 
(Saturday) 
  
IT Pop Up Desk 
Each semester IT holds IT Pop Up Desk events around campus.  Scheduled events are 
updated on the TechTalk blog (http://techtalk.newschool.edu/) and will be advertised 
on Digital Easels around campus. If you are unable to come to IT Central, this is a 
great option to get assistance throughout campus.  
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Adobe Creative Suite 
Each degree and credit seeking student is entitled to subscriptions for the full Adobe 
Creative Cloud suite of applications. All home-use subscriptions provided by The New 
School are equipped with 20GB of cloud-storage. For more information: 
https://it.newschool.edu/services/learning-resources/adobe-creative-cloud-students 
  
Printing 
You may print in Labs and Classrooms using your NetID username and password, 
which is also your print account. There are different printer formats available, 
including black and white, color, plotter and photo plotter printing. For more detailed 
information and locations: https://it.newschool.edu/services/learning-
resources/printing 
  
The University Learning Center: http://www.newschool.edu/learning-center 
The University Learning Center (ULC) has a variety of resources available to 
students.  These include handouts on academic writing and skill building and 
appointments with tutors to work on Adobe Creative Suite, ESL Academics, General 
Writing, Math, Computer Programming, and Time Management. Sessions are 
interactive, with both tutor and student participating. Appointments can be scheduled 
on Starfish or you can stop by for a walk-in session (see the website for specific 
information about walk-in availability). The ULC is located on the 6th floor of 66 West 
12th street. 
  
Making Center: www.resources.parsons.edu 
The Making Center is a constellation of shops, labs, and open workspaces that are 
situated across the New School to help students express their ideas in a variety of 
materials and methods.  We have resources to help support woodworking, 
metalworking, ceramics and casting, photography and film, textiles, printmaking, 3D 
printing, manual and CNC machining, and more. A staff of technicians and student 
workers provide expertise and maintain the different shops and labs.  Safety is a 
primary concern, so each area has policies for access, training, and etiquette that 
students and faculty should be familiar with.  Many areas require specific orientations 
or trainings before access is granted.  Detailed information about the resources 
available, as well as schedules, trainings, and policies can be found at the website 
above. 
 
University Student Disability Services: www.newschool.edu/student-disability-
services/ 
In keeping with the university’s policy of providing equal access for students with 
disabilities, any student with a disability who needs academic accommodations is 
welcome to meet with me privately. All conversations will be kept confidential. 
Students requesting any accommodations will also need to contact Student Disability 
Service (SDS). SDS will conduct an intake and, if appropriate, the Director will provide 
an academic accommodation notification letter for you to bring to me. At that point, I 
will review the letter with you and discuss these accommodations in relation to this 
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course. You can reach SDS through the link above or at 63 5th Avenue, room 425. The 
Student Disability Services phone number is 212.229.5626. 
  
Food and housing security 
Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat 
every day, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect 
their performance in the course, is urged to contact Student Support and Crisis 
Management for support and access to resources (see the contact information and 
hours directly below under Student Support and Crisis Management) 
  
The New School also has a food pantry, and you can find the hours and all 
information at: https://www.newschool.edu/student-support-crisis-
management/student-food-pantry-faq/. Furthermore, please notify the professor if 
you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable them to work with you to manage 
and plan for any struggles this might create for your academic work, and connect you 
with any other resources. 
  
Student Support and Crisis Management (SSCM): www.newschool.edu/student-
support-crisis-management/ 
SSCM works with students who are struggling with non-academic challenges, 
distressing experiences, and crisis situations. Contact SSCM staff for assistance in 
navigating challenges and connecting to on-and off-campus services and resources, 
including for emergency financial, housing, food, or other needs. 
  
SSCM is located at 80 5th Avenue on the 3rd floor. You can learn more about SSCM’s 
resources at https://www.newschool.edu/student-support-crisis-management/. For 
general inquiries or more information, email studentsupport@newschool.edu or call 
212.229.5900 x3701. Office hours are Mondays through Thursdays, 9:00 a.m.-8:00 
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.; Fridays, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., at 
80 Fifth Avenue, 3rd floor. 
  
Student Health and Support Services: www.newschool.edu/health 
Student Health and Support Services works collaboratively to support the physical, 
emotional and social well-being of its students and promotes a university-wide 
culture of wellness. We educate students to become discerning health consumers and 
advocate for their well-being to enable their learning and success both in and out of 
the classroom. We mobilize resources and support for students facing urgent and 
critical concerns. Our high-quality services and programs are student-centered, 
inclusive and based on public health, social justice, holistic and integrative 
approaches, which empower students to successfully attain their educational goals. 
  
For information about the wide range of medical, counseling, and other services, 
groups, and opportunities go to the website above, or go in person to 80 Fifth Avenue, 
3rd floor (check the website for drop-in hours for medical and counseling services), call 
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212.229.1671, or email shs@newschool.edu. For after-hours health concerns call 
212.229.1671 and a nurse will answer the phone and provide care advice. 
  
Student Financial Services: www.newschool.edu/student-financialservices 
SFS can help you manage your education costs. They welcome students and family 
inquiries about Financial Aid eligibility and financing options; tuition and fees; cost of 
living in New York City; managing your personal finances; individual billing and 
payment issues. You can reach SFS at sfs@newschool.edu or 212.229.8930, or stop by 
72 Fifth Avenue, 2nd Floor, Monday through Friday, 10:00 am - 4:45 pm. 
  
Additionally, you can reach out to Amani Gheith, Scholarship Coordinator, to talk 
about scholarship options and find out about opportunities to learn about strategies 
and processes for finding and developing applications for scholarships. Email: 
gheitha@newschool.edu. 
  
  
Grading Standards/Undergraduate 
A student’s final grades and GPA are calculated using a 4.0 scale. Please note that 
while both are listed here, the 4.0 scale does not align mathematically with the 
numeric scale based on percentages of 100 points. 
  
A  [4.0; 95 – 100%] 
Work of exceptional quality, which often goes beyond the stated goals of the course 
 
A- [3.7; 90 – <95%] 
Work of very high quality 
 
B+ [3.3; 87 – <90%] 
Work of high quality that indicates higher than average abilities 
 
B  [3.0; 83 – <87%] 
Very good work that satisfies the goals of the course 
 
B- [2.7; 80 – <83%] 
Good work 
 
C+ [2.3; 77 – <80%] 
Above-average work 
  
C  [2.0; 73 – <77%] 
Average work that indicates an understanding of the course material; passable 
Satisfactory completion of a course is considered to be a grade of C or higher. 
 
C- [1.7; 70 – <73%] 
Passing work but below good academic standing 
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D  [1.0; 60 – <70%] 
Below-average work that indicates a student does not fully understand the 
assignments; 
Probation level though passing for credit 
  
F  [0.0; 0 – <60%] 
Failure, no credit 
  
Grade of W 
The grade of W may be issued by the Office of the Registrar to a student who officially 
withdraws from a course within the applicable deadline. There is no academic penalty, 
but the grade will appear on the student transcript. A grade of W may also be issued 
by an instructor to a graduate student (except at Parsons and Mannes) who has not 
completed course requirements nor arranged for an Incomplete. 
 
Grade of Z 
The grade of Z is issued by an instructor to a student who has not attended or not 
completed all required work in a course but did not officially withdraw before the 
withdrawal deadline. It differs from an “F,” which would indicate that the student 
technically completed requirements but that the level of work did not qualify for a 
passing grade. 
  
Grades of Incomplete 
The grade of I, or temporary incomplete, may be granted to a student under unusual 
and extenuating circumstances, such as when the student’s academic life is 
interrupted by a medical or personal emergency. This mark is not given automatically 
but only upon the student’s request and at the discretion of the instructor. A Request 
for Incomplete form must be completed and signed by student and instructor. The 
time allowed for completion of the work and removal of the “I” mark will be set by the 
instructor with the following limitations: 
  
Undergraduate students: Work must be completed no later than the seventh week 
of the following fall semester for spring or summer term incompletes and no later 
than the seventh week of the following spring semester for fall term incompletes. 
Grades of “I” not revised in the prescribed time will be recorded as a final grade of “F” 
by the Registrar’s Office. 
  
University, Program and Class Policies 
 
Responsibility 
Students are responsible for all assignments, even if they are absent.  Late 
assignments, failure to complete the assignments for class discussion and/or critique, 
and lack of preparedness for in-class discussions, presentations and/or critiques will 
jeopardize your successful completion of this course.  
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Participation 
Class participation is an essential part of class and includes: keeping up with reading, 
assignments, projects, contributing meaningfully to class discussions, active 
participation in group work, and coming to class regularly and on time.  
  
Attendance 
The New School’s attendance guidelines were developed to encourage students’ 
success in all aspects of their academic programs. Full participation is essential to the 
successful completion of coursework and enhances the quality of the educational 
experience for all, particularly in courses where group work is integral; thus, The New 
School promotes high levels of attendance. Students are expected to attend classes 
regularly and promptly and in compliance with the standards stated in this course 
syllabus. 
  
While attendance is just one aspect of active participation, absence from a significant 
portion of class time may prevent the successful attainment of course objectives. A 
significant portion of class time is generally defined as the equivalent of three weeks, 
or 20%, of class time. Lateness or early departure from class may be recorded as one 
full absence. Students may be asked to withdraw from a course if habitual 
absenteeism or tardiness has a negative impact on the class environment. 
  
Whether the course is a lecture, seminar or studio, faculty will assess each student’s 
performance against all of the assessment criteria in determining the student’s final 
grade. 
  
Canvas 
Use of Canvas may be an important resource for this class. Students should check it 
for announcements before coming to class each week.  
  
Delays 
In rare instances, we may be delayed arriving to class.  If we have not arrived by the 
time class is scheduled to start, you must wait a minimum of thirty minutes for our 
arrival.  In the event that we will miss class entirely, a sign will be posted at the 
classroom indicating your assignment for the next class meeting. 
  
Electronic Devices 
The use of electronic devices (phones, tablets, laptops, cameras, etc.) is permitted 
when the device is being used in relation to the course's work. All other uses are 
prohibited in the classroom and devices should be turned off before class starts. 
  
Academic Honesty and Integrity 
Compromising your academic integrity may lead to serious consequences, including 
(but not limited to) one or more of the following: failure of the assignment, failure of 
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the course, academic warning, disciplinary probation, suspension from the university, 
or dismissal from the university. 
  
Students are responsible for understanding the University’s policy on academic 
honesty and integrity and must make use of proper citations of sources for writing 
papers, creating, presenting, and performing their work, taking examinations, and 
doing research. It is the responsibility of students to learn the procedures specific to 
their discipline for correctly and appropriately differentiating their own work from that 
of others. The full text of the policy, including adjudication procedures, is found at 
http://www.newschool.edu/policies/# 
  
Resources regarding what plagiarism is and how to avoid it can be found on the 
Learning Center’s website: http://www.newschool.edu/university-learning-
center/student-resources/ 
  
The New School views “academic honesty and integrity” as the duty of every member 
of an academic community to claim authorship for his or her own work and only for 
that work, and to recognize the contributions of others accurately and completely. 
This obligation is fundamental to the integrity of intellectual debate, and creative and 
academic pursuits. Academic honesty and integrity includes accurate use of 
quotations, as well as appropriate and explicit citation of sources in instances of 
paraphrasing and describing ideas, or reporting on research findings or any aspect of 
the work of others (including that of faculty members and other students). Academic 
dishonesty results from infractions of this “accurate use”. The standards of academic 
honesty and integrity, and citation of sources, apply to all forms of academic work, 
including submissions of drafts of final papers or projects. All members of the 
University community are expected to conduct themselves in accord with the 
standards of academic honesty and integrity. Please see the complete policy in the 
University Course Catalog. 
  
Intellectual Property Rights: http://www.newschool.edu/policies/# 
 


